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From Our Principal        December 2018 
 

Dear Families, 
 

Happy Advent!  It‘s hard to believe that we are getting ready for Christmas!   
 

It seems like yesterday that we welcomed the children back to school!  This year we welcomed new 

students, new teachers (Welcome to Mrs. Virdone, Mr. Gilroy, Mrs. Cappiello and Mrs. Husing) and 

staff (Welcome to Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Val Bowe, Ms. Erica Bowe and Ms. De Francesca) to our school, 

too.      
  

The 2018-2019 school year marks the 87th Anniversary for Our Lady of Victory School.   For 87 

years our school has served the parishioners and community of Floral Park as we provide a strong 

spiritual foundation and academic excellence for our children.  How blessed are we to have this 

special place where our children‘s education can be rooted in the Gospels---―Our Lady of Victory 

School: Where Faith and Knowledge Meet‖! 
 

We are in the season of Advent.  This year our theme is ―I Can‘t Wait until Christmas.‖  Each 

morning we listen to the stories of the people of God as we prepare for the coming of Jesus on 

Christmas Day.  Advent is a special time at OLV.  If you have the time, please come into school and 

pray with us!  Prayers begin at 8:10 am. 
 

Our Christmas tree is set up on the landing between the first and second floor.  In 2008 we began 

the tradition of asking families to send in an ornament to help decorate the tree.  Once again we 

invite our families to add your ornament to our tree.   If you are new to the school, or you have not 

had a chance to send in an ornament in the past, please consider becoming a part of this special 

tradition.  If possible write your family name and 2018 on the ornament.  Our hope is to have each 

family represented on the tree and to include our new families each year.  This year, the Charities 

committee has set up another tree, the ―Mitten Tree‖ on the first floor.  Students are encouraged 

to donate a pair of mittens by placing them on the tree.  These donations will be distributed for us 

by the Hance Family Foundation.  
 

Finally, a reminder to everyone to ―save the date‖~ Catholic Schools Week begins on Sunday, 

January 27.  This year‘s theme is ―Catholic Schools: Learn, Serve, Lead Succeed‖.  We look forward 

to celebrating our wonderful school during this special week. 

Christmas blessings! 

Peg Augello 

Principal 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 
 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Cocktail Party & 

Live Auction 
at OLV 

 

 
 

Saturday 

April 6, 2019 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 3-on-3 &  

Family Auction 
at OLV 

 

 

 
Saturday 

March 9, 2019 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Mother-Son 

Bowling 
 

 

Saturday 

February 2, 2019 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sweetheart 

Dance 
at OLV 

 

 

 

Saturday 

February 9, 2019 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Easter Bunny 

Breakfast 
at OLV 

 

 
 

Saturday 

April 13, 2019 
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Student Council 
 

Student Council officers and Class 

Representatives were formally inducted at 

the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary School 

Mass. During our fall meetings, the students 

have been planning upcoming events. Student 

Council participated in 100,000 Thank Yous 

for Veterans. Thank you Mrs. Lazos for 

helping us with this project! Student Council 

hosted a bake sale and all proceeds went to 

Father Tom‘s Thanksgiving Feast. We thank 

you all for your participation and we hope 

you enjoyed the yummy treats! Student 

Council will conduct the OLV Advent Prayer 

Service which takes place at the start of 

each school day during December.  

 

Congratulations to our new officers and 

representatives. The 2018-2019 Officers 

and Representatives are:  

 

Student Council Officers: 

• President:  Sophia Ieraci  

• Vice President: Thomas Chun 

• Secretary:  Colleen Walters 

• Treasurer: Gabriella Cruz  

• Religious Affairs:  Katie Montaigne  

• School Spirit:   Christian Feglia 

 

Class Representatives: 

4K: Sarah Oliveros and Jack Miccio  

4D: John Saia and Brigid O‘Rielly 

5H: Vanessa Antunes and Sean Hayden 

5S: Jamie Reda and Catherine Urquiza 

6V: Orlagh Fitzpatrick and Jane Fingleton 

7V: Michael Killen and Gianna Feglia 

7C: Jessica Lindskog and Brendan Carolan 

8S: Casey May and Dylan DiSanza 

8G: Sophia Rohan and Joe Bonagura 

 

We are looking forward to a successful and 

productive school year! 

 

~ Mrs. Dombek 

Student Council Moderator 

 

 

 
National Junior Honor Society 

 

The OLV National Junior Honor Society 

started the 2018-19 school year by electing 

our officers who will lead us throughout the 

school year.  They are: 

  

  President            Conor Guilfoyle 

 Vice President Emily Weiss 

  

We will begin work shortly on our first 

service project for the Christmas season.  

We look forward to another year of 

academic excellence. 
 

~ Mrs. Sullivan 
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The Home School Association 
  

During this time of year, we often take a 

moment to reflect on all that we are 

thankful for.  We are thankful so many 

things. 

 

We are thankful for the new families that 

joined our school. We are delighted by their 

enthusiasm to be here at OLV! It‘s been so 

nice to see new faces at our events and new 

children in our hallways.   

 

We are thankful for our brand new, 

playground area, and beautiful Mary‘s 

Garden, both of these additions will bring 

our children such joy. 

 

We are thankful for the HSA events that 

started off our school year, the Golf Outing, 

Candy Sale, and Meadow Farms fundraiser 

were all a huge success.  We thank those 

who led and those who participated in these 

wonderful events.    

 

The children were thankful for, Family Fun 

Night, The Veterans assemblies, and Movie 

Night, all these events add to the wonderful 

experience of being a student at Our Lady 

of Victory. 

 

We are thankful to the new members of our 

HSA board:  Keri Reda as Vice President, 

Ellen Miccio as Treasurer, Jennifer 

Feiblekorn as Recording Secretary, and 

Kathleen Constable as Corresponding 

Secretary.  We are ever grateful for their 

leadership, friendship, and dedication to our 

school!  

 

We are thankful for Fr. Tom and Fr. 

Sullivan who inspire us and our children to 

create Catholic memories that will last a 

lifetime.   

We are thankful for Mrs. Augello who is a 

dedicated leader – staff, children, parents 

are inspired by her unwavering support and 

enthusiasm that makes OLV The Place to Be!! 

 

We are thankful for our OLV teachers and 

staff who believe in our students, encourage 

them to reach their highest potential and 

foster a love of learning!   

 

We are thankful for such a great start to 

the year and are eagerly looking forward to 

everything that is to come!  

  

We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas.  

 

~ Mary Ellen Agro  

~ Tracy Boerum  

HSA Co-Presidents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

2018-2019 Home School Association 

Executive Board 

 

 

Co-Presidents ……..MaryEllen Argo & Tracy Boerum 

Vice President …..…………………………………...Keri Reda 

Treasurer ………….………………………………….Ellen Miccio  

Recording Secretary ……………….Jennifer Feiblekorn 

Corresponding Secretary……..Kathleen Constable 
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OLV School Board 

The OLV School Board is an advisory board 

to our pastor, Father Tom Fusco, and 

principal, Mrs. Augello.  The members – 

voting as well as non-voting – are dedicated 

to the school, its students and its faculty. 

This year, the Enrollment Committee of the 

School Board coordinated and hosted the 

Welcome Back Reception in September.  In 

addition, the Board has an Alumni committee 

and a Grounds/Safety committee.   The 

School Board is also involved in the 

coordination of Catholic Schools Week, as 

well as the planning and advertising for the 

Early Childhood and CSW Open Houses.   

2018-2019 Our Lady of Victory School 

Board 

Barbara Van Riper, Chairperson 

Heather McClintock, Vice-Chairperson 

Sharon O‘Donnell, Secretary 

Mary O‗Reilly 

Richard Chun 

Erin Palma 

Ex-Officio (non-voting) Members  

Father Tom Fusco, Pastor 

Mrs. Peg Augello, Principal 

MaryEllen McMahon and Tracy Boerum, HSA 

Co-Presidents 

 

Principal’s Day 
 

Today we celebrated Principal‘s Day!  

 

Who is Blessed??  OLV is, that‘s who!!  We 

are Blessed with Mrs. Augello!! Each grade 

wrote down what makes Mrs. Augello a great 

principal. This was cleverly arranged on owls 

in a tree! What a beautiful way to let Mrs. 

Augello know that we appreciate everything 

she does for OLV!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
 



 

6 

 

 
Volunteer Committee 

 

Please contact Jennifer Meier or Anne 

Saville ASAP if you still need to register to 

Volunteer or have any questions regarding 

your assignment pamagemu@msn.com or 

absaville@optonline.net. 

 

URGENT:  Lunch Duty Volunteers needed 

for February! 
 

 
 

Charities Committee 
 

A big thank you must be extended to the 

OLV family for generously answering the call 

to feed our hungry neighbors. Members of 

Student Council now have serious muscles 

from carrying bags of groceries to the 

Parish Center on Pantry Tuesdays. Our last 

donation went to Our Lady of Lourdes‘ food 

pantry in Queens. Sr. Kathy extends her 

gratitude for helping give our neighbors a 

joyful Thanksgiving. 

 

Charities Committee is also thankful for the 

willingness of the Rosary Guild to pray the 

Rosary for various OLV intentions as they 

arise throughout the year.   
 

~ Amanda Bonagura & Joan Krug 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sodality Club 

 
This year Sodality Club is spending the fall 

and the spring working through a new book 

called Marian Consecration for Children by 

Carrie Gress, PhD.  In October, we 

discussed and watched C.S. Lewis‘ classic 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. 
Beware the White Witch (the Devil) and her 

Turkish Delight (any temptation that could 

cause falling into sin)!  

 

November was all about serving others. We 

hosted our 4th Annual Military Families 

Breakfast after the 9 am Mass on November 

11. Many veterans and their families joined 

us for coffee, bagels, pastries, and good 

conversations.  

 

We also held another very successful Bella 

the Brave Hospital Kit Collection benefiting 

families faced with unexpected hospital 

stays. Thank you to all OLV families who 

donated supplies and to Mrs. Tuffy, who, 

once again, donated beautiful bags from the 

Hance Family Foundation! 

 

~ Amanda Bonagura & Mrs. Heilmann 
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Box Tops 
 

Thank you to everyone: parents, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, neighbors, 

parishioners, teachers and students who 

work so hard to make our Box Tops program 

such a success! Last year we earned almost 

$2,000.  

 

Mrs. Lazos‘ class kicked off the year as our 

winner for October with 736. Mrs. Burgess‘ 

class collected 770 for November. 

Congratulations to KL and 2B. They will each 

have a class NUT pass day to celebrate.       

 

Many of our students sent in collection 

pages and some even took the time to color 

them. What a beautiful surprise! If anyone 

would like to share a picture of their 

―collectors‖ or would like an organza baggie 

to store box tops in send me an email at 

erinbpalma@aol.com.  

 

Please   check www.boxtops4education.com 

often to see the complete list of products 

featuring box tops as well as opportunities 

to enter online sweepstakes to earn 

additional box tops. All it takes is a few 

clicks.  

 

Happy collecting 😊.  

 

~ Erin Palma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candy Sale 
                                                               
At the start of our school 

year, the Candy Sale began in 

full swing.  The students were 

eager to participate in the first fundraiser 

for our school.  Boxes of candy were 

distributed to the classrooms by our very 

helpful committee members and our 8th 

grade student volunteers. By the end of our 

sale all 400 boxes were gone. Once again, 

the Candy Sale was a huge success. Thanks 

so much to everyone who participated. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR 

WINNERS 
 

NURSERY TO 4TH 

GRADE 

5TH – 8TH GRADE 

1st Place – Peter Rizzi 

4D 

1st Place – Jalen 

Arthur 8S 

2nd Place – Ana 

Marissa Markovic KL 

2nd Place –  Luis 

Maingon 5H 

3rd Place – Lisa 

Cortizo 4D 
Nicholas Kosiczky 4K 

James Sparrow 3R 

3rd Place - Giovanni 

Gilles - 8G 

                  

                 

Pizza Party Winning 

Class - 4D 

Pizza Party Winning 

Class – 5H 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:erinbpalma@aol.com
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Family Fun Night 

 

On Saturday, October 13th the OLV HSA 

hosted its annual Family Fun Night. They 

hosted a version of the popular TV game 

show "Minute to Win It."  Co-chairs Keri 

Reda and Sheila Walsh arranged game 

stations for each family to attempt to 

perform a task in less than 60 seconds to 

score points. Each family enjoyed a pizza 

dinner in the cafeteria and then headed 

down to the gymnasium for the fun! 

 

Families enjoyed 15 different games, such 

as "Face Off" where the object was to move 

an Oreo cookie from your forehead into your 

mouth while using only your facial muscles 

within 60 seconds. "Puddle Jumper" was one 

of the other popular games where a ping 

pong ball has to be blown from one cup to 

the next. After the games, cupcakes were 

served. Prizes were awarded to the families 

with the most points. First, second, and 

third place prizes were all generously 

donated by Tina Evangelista from Tulip 

Sweet Shoppe. The Cortizo family came in 

first, the Lindskog family placed second, 

the LoCurto family placed third and 

honorable mention went to the Isnardi 

family. Mrs. Augello graciously provided 

NUT passes for all the OLV school children 

who won, including our honorable mention 

family. The Oreos that were used in the 

games were donated by Tony Liberti from 

Village Market. It truly takes a village and 

we are blessed with the help of our local 

merchants that continue to help support our 

children‘s activities. 

 

Special thanks must be given to the OLV 7th 

and 8th graders, who volunteered their time 

to man each station, explain the rules, time 

the game, and score each family. They truly 

helped make the night a huge success. Thank 

you to the volunteers on the family fun night 

committee and let's not forget all the 

families who came out and enjoyed a great 

night of fun in support of OLV! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Golf Outing 

 

On the morning of September 28, 2018, a 

light rain fell upon the Clearview Park Golf 

Course.  The rain, however, couldn‘t dampen 

the spirits of the 126 friends, parents and 

alumni of Our Lady of Victory School, who 

gathered to golf, renew friendships and 

raise money for our beloved school at this 

year‘s 22nd Annual OLV Golf Classic.  As tee 

off time approached, the rain suddenly 

stopped and the skies brightened.  It was 

truly a festive time on the course.  All 

golfers, both experienced and new, enjoyed 

the challenges of the course, good food, 

drinks and lots of laughs throughout the 

afternoon.  A fun time was had by all. 

 

As the evening grew closer, it was off to the 

Plattduetsche Park Restaurant where the 

grand ballroom was decorated in a 

spectacular glow, ready for the party of the 



 

9 

 

year!  The room was filled with incredible 

raffle baskets with awesome prizes ranging 

from restaurant gift cards, sporting event 

tickets and much, much more.  The large and 

raucous crowd danced the night away and 

everyone agreed it was a great time.  The 

room was filled with old and new friends and 

a general sense of community spirit truly 

embodying Our Lady of Victory School. 
 

This year‘s event raised a record amount of 

money for OLV School, totaling over 
$80,000.00!! 
 

The 2018 Golf Committee, chaired by the 

Miccio and Montaigne Families, would like to 

thank their committee for the tireless 

efforts made by all.  Further, we would like 

to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of our 

generous sponsors, alumni, parishioners, 

friends, OLV families, and all those who 

attended the event and participated in some 

way in making this event such a success.  

Without you, our Annual Golf Classic would 

not have been such a success.   
 

Next year‘s event is scheduled for 

September 27, 2019, so mark your 

calendars and get ready.  You are not going 

to want to miss the party of the year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meadow Farms Fundraiser 

This fall the HSA held a Meadow Farms 

Fundraiser.   The catalog had a lot of great 

items for sale ranging from wrapping paper, 

handy kitchen items and delicious boxes of 

candy which are great to have on hand at 

Christmastime.  Thanks to all those families 

who placed orders and had their friends and 

relatives order online with our school code.   

 

Congratulations to our big winners—Brianna 

Hilario in 3R who had $408.00 in orders and 

Clodagh Kenneally in 7C who had an amazing 

$1,103.50 in online orders. They each will 

receive a $25 gift card.  Class 7C had the 

most sales and is the winner of the class 

pizza party.  Enjoy the party—it was well-

deserved!   

 

~ Maria McMahon and Nora Shevlin 
 

 
The Power of One Assembly 

On Thursday, October 4th, students in 

grades K-8 participated in the Power of One 

assembly and learned that everyone has the 

Power of One:  the power to report and deal 

with bullying when they see it.  In a role-

play, interactive performance, actors 

presented scenes to show the roles in 

bullying (bully, target, and bystander), and 

reviewed types of bullying (physical, cyber, 

and exclusion), types of bystander behavior 

(watching, cheering, ignoring), and also 

demonstrated what proper actions that 

should be taken (as noted earlier: report, 

walk the target away, intervene).   

A total of ten students from grades K-8 

were recruited to play the ―bystanders‖ to 

demonstrate appropriate ways to take 

positive action to help the target of bullying 

in front of their classmates.  In addition, 
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two teacher volunteers shared their 

expertise and became a valuable conclusion 

to the interactive skit! 

Throughout the show, the use of colors 

played an important role in how the actors 

differentiated their performance.   Colored 

costumes and boxes on the set signified the 

roles of each participant:  green=bully, 

purple=target, yellow=bystander.  A student 

volunteer from each assembly was recruited 

for the closing scenes of the production to 

symbolically reveal ―the Power of One‖ in 

the last box:  a. small white box with a 

mirror inside.  To emphasize this message, 

the actors then stacked up all of the boxes 

into a large, 8 ft.-tall, multi-colored pyramid, 

and by placing the white box on the top and 

spinning the pyramid around, the boxes all 

turned white!   This conclusion provided a 

strong visual image that our students have 

the power to NOT be a bystander, and by 

speaking up, they can make their school and 

community a better, safer place.   

To end the show, the actors then presented 

the Power of One pledge board to our OLV 

students and everyone took the Power of 

One anti-bullying oath!   The pledge board 

will be signed by our students and displayed 

prominently for all to remember the oath 

that they took.     

~ Kerry Cormican, Kristy Flood, and 
Madalena Lubeke (OLV Cultural Arts 
Committee) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stock Market Game Club 
  

 

―Buy Low!  Sell High!‖ can be heard on 

Tuesday afternoons in Mrs. Dombek‘s 

classroom from the Stock Market Game Club 

members.  Students in 7th and 8th grade 

participated in a competition called the 

Stock Market Game.  Team OLV had 

$100,000 to invest over a period of 10 

weeks. In the end, the team whose 

investments had grown the most would win.  

Club members learned about the stock 

market by reading excerpts from Blue Chip 

Kids: What every child (and parent) should 

know about money, investing and the stock 

market by David Bianchi.  The students were 

treated to guest lectures from stock market 

experts such as Mr. Ed McCann.  Students 

also learned the fundamentals of personal 

finance, money management and investing 

tips from Warren Buffett‘s ―Secret 

Millionaires Club.‖ In the words of Mr. 

Buffett, ―The more you learn, the more you 

earn!‖       
 

Coordinator: Mrs. McClintock 

Moderator: Mrs. Dombek  

 

 

 

Early Childhood 
 

Our children in Nursery spend their days 

playing with friends, coloring, crafting, and 

learning new songs and poems.  They are 

becoming so independent and capable!  Each 

In Our Classes 
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day we have a lesson, work on a craft, listen 

to a story, and learn a song or poem that 

corresponds to the lesson.  The children love 

all their Specials: running around in Gym, 

playing educational games on the iPads 

during Computer, and reading time in 

Library.  The Full Day Class also enjoys Art.  

The children especially love playing at the 

playground outside.  And we always check 

the weather each day and count numbers on 

the calendar.  We review colors, shapes, 

numbers, and letters.  We add and subtract 

on our fingers and count forwards and 

backwards, down to BLAST OFF!  At Circle 

Time we say The Pledge of Allegiance, sing 

God Bless America, and then say our Morning 

Prayer. Such busy days! 
 

Here are some of the highlights from our 

year so far:  All About Me unit – paper plate 

portraits and handprint mementos; Letter A 

- sponge paint and thumbprint apple trees, 

learning about Johnny Appleseed, and test-

tasting different kinds of apples; Letter B – 

watercolor painted bear and a glittery 

butterfly; Letter C - stories of some 

favorite book characters, such as Clifford 

and Curious George, and a visit to the 

Rectory to give coins that we collected in 

the Classroom Coin Box; Letter D – life cycle 

of a dragonfly and craft, plus listening to 

the song/story, Puff the Magic Dragon;  
Letter E - paper plate elephants and a 

parade in the classroom; Letter F - 5 facts 

about bats and handprint bat craft; Letter G 

- ghostly footprints and trying new foods, 

like gingerbread cookies and green grapes; 

Letter H – painted cornucopia, turkey 

handprints, and being helping hands at home 

and school.  We celebrated the seasons and 

holidays with parties, crafts, and songs, like 

I Picked a Little Apple, The Wheels on the 

Bus, Halloween is Coming, 5 Little Pumpkins, 

I‘m a Little Spider, The Leaves Are Falling, 
Mr. Turkey, and A Turkey is a Funny Bird.  

We explored a pumpkin and made a jack-o-

lantern, too.  We also had some special 

visitors:  Fireman Dodson and Fr. Sullivan.  

We are so, so busy in Nursery class…having 

fun while learning! 
 

For religion, we always talk about how Jesus 

wants us to love one another and show 

kindness.  We know that God welcomes us 

into his hearts, just as we need to welcome 

others when we play.  We know that Mary is 

our Mother and she cares for us.  We say 

our prayers 3x a day.  We also talk about 

saints and how we can pray to them for help.  

Finally, we know that we should be thankful 

to God for all He has done for us.  The 

children made leaf rubbings and we wrote 

what they said they are thankful for.  Here 

are their responses: 
 

I am thankful for… 
 

Kathleen – Erin, Charlie, apples, and 

tomatoes 
 

Emmie – crayons so I can color 
 

John C. – Mrs. Dodson and Mrs. Sweeney 

and all my friends 
 

Declan – my dinosaurs and my Eleanor 

Natalia – my friends at school 
 

Amelia – playing dollhouse with Chloe 
 

John F. – Batman and Brian 
 

Emily H. – my Mommy and Daddy and Caitlin 

and my new bed 
 

Taylor – my whole family and my cousins and 

Kayleen 
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Ryan – my scooter because I like to go fast 
 

Adelina – when my Mom gives me candy 
 

Emma – my Mommy and Daddy and my 

sisters 
 

Dillon – my fire truck at home 
 

Anthony – Sesame Street and Elmo 
 

Frankie – my new bed that‘s pink 
 

Luke – Pooh Bear and turkeys 
 

Kayla – God and my brother and Ari 
 

Sonya – Mama and cartoons 
 

Patrick – green grapes and my big Batman 
 

Evelyn – God and my family 
 

Emilia – when I can find my cousin Ollie and 

my brother Aiden 
 

Theodora – my Abby Cadabby 
 

Valentina – Daddy, Mommy, Grandma, and 

Grandpa 
 

Gavin – my brothers when we play Legos 
 

Brendan – my toys and my family and animals 
 

Lauren – pancakes and my babies 
 

Lucas – my toys and the guy that‘s the Hulk 
 

Rohan – my brother because he sleeps in the  

same room with me 
 

Andre – apples and peanut butter & jelly 

sandwiches 

  

We hope you enjoy your Thanksgiving and 

wish you a blessed Christmas season! 

       

~ Mrs. Dodson and Mrs. Masetti 

 
 

Pre-K 
 

It‘s really hard to imagine that we have 

already been in school for three months. At 

first, the children were excited yet shy and 

scared to begin a new school year in PreK. 

Some even cried because this was their first 

school experience and they missed the 

familiarity of home. However, it didn‘t take 

very long for the children to adjust to 

school, their new routines, each other and 

their teachers. We are learning to recognize 

and write our letters. We are already up to 

the letter H! We‘ve been practicing counting 

and recognizing numbers. We learned how to 

trace and cut circles, squares, triangles and 

rectangles. You should see our amazing 

shape creations. We are becoming ―pros‖ at 

coloring, cutting, painting and gluing. We 

practice these skills every day.  The children 

have also been practicing writing their name 

the ―school way‖. Also, thank you for 

practicing your address and phone number 

with your child. In addition, we would like to 

extend a big thank you to the parents who 

go beyond the weekly homework and practice 

at home what the children learn in school.   

A common theme through September, 

October and November was the season of 

autumn. We made many projects throughout 

the months relating to our theme. We made 

an apple tree, painted pumpkins and water 

painted autumn leaves, just to name a few. 

In addition to our common theme for the 

first three months of school, we learned 

about apples, Christopher Columbus, Fire 

Prevention, pumpkins, Halloween, and all 

about Thanksgiving. The children had fun 

―dressing‖ as Pilgrims and Native Americans 
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as we enjoyed our class Thanksgiving 

celebration.  

Religion is incorporated into our daily routine 

at school. We pray in the morning, at snack, 

at lunch and at the end of the day. Each and 

every day we are reminded to practice the 

―Golden Rule‖ Treat others the way you want 
to be treated.  For Thanksgiving the 

children had to tell what they were thankful 

for.  The most common answer was my family 

and friends, followed by my house and pets. 

Well Done! 

We are looking forward to the month of 

December in anticipation of many wonderful 

things to come. Just wait and see the things 

we will learn and the projects that will make. 
 

Thank you for all your support and 

cooperation thus far.  

Warm wishes for a Blessed Advent season. 

~ Mrs. Strzepek   

~ Mrs. Lenti 

 
 

Kindergarten 
 

November was the month that we discussed 

all the things we are thankful for.  We 

learned all about the first Thanksgiving and 

talked about how the Pilgrims and the Native 

Americans became friends. We learned 

about the crops that they planted and the 

animals that they hunted and why each year 

we celebrate this special holiday. We made 

lots of decorations and baked pumpkin bread 

and apple sauce that we shared at our class 

Thanksgiving feast. At our feast we dressed 

up and dramatized the first Thanksgiving!  

 

Of course 

along with 

 American 

history we 

learned all 

about a 

woman named, 

Jane 

Goodall. We 

read inspiring books titled, Me…Jane, The 

Watcher, and Through Jane‘s Eyes. We 

watched National Geographic videos and we 

learned the understanding words like; 

patience, curious, determined, dreamer, 

hero…most importantly Jane Goodall reminds 

us to ―go and make a difference and the 

world will be a better place because of 

YOU!‖   

 

We are very busy in KL. The children are 

always eager to learn and I enjoy keeping 

them very interested in the world around 

them 

 

We learned new sounds and listened for 

them in many fun listening games. Our 

handwriting improves everyday as we see, 

say, write and sound all the letters we learn. 

We read wonderful stories, fiction and non-

fiction. 

  

We keep math journals too. We are 

decomposing the numbers 1-10 by using 

number bonds. We are comparing number 

value by rolling the dice also. We are 

learning how to write numbers, number 

words, and tally lines—to sum it up—we are 

learning so much! 

 

The season of Advent will be upon us and we 

are so blessed to be together to share in 
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the joy the season brings. We have an Elf 

On the Shelf. Her name is Jingle and the 

children love her daily appearance in our 

room. There is no greater joy than listening 

and watching 5 year olds get ready for the 

birth of Jesus. It really grounds me and I‘m 

happy to say, ―The bell always rings for me!‖ 

…how lucky am I? 

 

You can follow the fun on Instagram 

@kindergartencreations! 

 

~Mrs. Lazos 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

First Grade 
 

Merry Christmas from 1C! 

 

The children in 1C have adjusted easily into 

their role as first graders. They enjoy being 

the oldest in their lunch period and being 

helpers to the little ones.  

We are continuing our work with the 

SuperKids reading program. The first 

graders enjoy reading the stories about 

Super Kids‘ adventures. We have been 

working on taking the sounds learned in 

kindergarten to tackle longer words, both in 

our reading and our spelling. As a class, we 

spent some time before Halloween reading 

different books about bats. The first 

graders were exposed to both fiction and 

non-fiction books and 

enjoyed both the silly 

and informative 

stories. 

 

In Math, the first 

graders have been 

expanding on the 

addition and 

subtraction skills learned in kindergarten to 

add and subtract beyond the ten frame. The 

first graders have learned and practiced 

many different addition and subtraction 

strategies in order to find the one that fits 

each of them ―just right‖. As part of our 

meeting each morning, we discuss the 

weather and each child graphs it on their 

own weather chart. At the end of the each 

month we compare the bars on the graph. It 

is incredible to hear the math vocabulary 

coming from these first graders as well as 

what they are noticing on their own! 

 

We have loved getting to know our 8th grade 

buddies! The 8th 

graders were so 

helpful and 

patient with the 

first graders. 

The 1C students 

all worked so 

hard to learn 

their Saints‘ information. The first and 

eighth graders did a great job teaching the 

school about the saints. I think the first 

graders were more excited for the parade 

than they were for Halloween! 

 

In religion, we have been learning about 

Jesus‘ life. The first graders loved making 

comparisons between Jesus‘ life and their 
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own lives. They enjoyed learning how Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph loved and helped each 

other just like our families do. 

 

In science, the first graders have begun to 

learn about matter and exploring the 

properties of solids, liquids, and gases 

through different hands on activities like a 

sink and float experiment. They have been 

learning what it means to make a prediction 

and to test out your ideas to see if your 

prediction is correct. 

 

The first graders have recently been 

introduced to social studies- also known as a 

big kid class! We started out learning about 

different groups we belong to. We have also 

learned about rules that we have and why 

they are important. As we learned about 

school rules, we also learned about how 

schools have changed throughout history. 

 

The school year has been so busy and 

exciting and we cannot wait to see what 

comes next! 

We hope everyone has a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

~Miss Conboy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Grade 

 

The second graders began the year excited 

to see their friends, meet new friends and 

to meet their teachers. We welcomed 

Emillee, Nina, Adam, and Jaylynn to our OLV 

family. We are so happy to have them join 

us! During the past few months the second 

graders have been very busy.  The students 

are working hard and are developing positive 

work habits. We‘ve had a great start to 

second grade! 

In Religion, the students learned about the 

Blessed Trinity. We have been studying the 

Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. 

The second graders were able to revisit 

their own Baptisms when they made posters 

which included pictures and facts about 

their receiving of this Sacrament. We 

enjoyed our visit with Fr. Tom where we got 

to tour the Church and ask questions about 

the many things we saw throughout the 

church.  Throughout the year, we will be 

preparing to receive the sacraments of 

Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  

Please keep the second graders in your 

prayers as they begin their spiritual journey. 

The students have been learning strategies 

for adding and subtracting that will help 

them master their basic math facts. They 

have learned to group to ten when adding 

and subtracting. The students have also 

explored place value and writing numbers in 

different ways. We are practicing problem 

solving and are learning strategies to help us 

solve word problems. They enjoy Minute 

Math where they get to practice math 

fluency of addition and subtraction facts.   

The Superkids Reading Program is helping 

the students to develop reading fluency and 

learn word attack skills. Some of the things 

we‘re learning about are setting, character 

traits, sequencing and, homonyms. The 

students have learned important lessons 

about working with a partner, improvising, 

and the importance of practicing and not 
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giving up. Spelling skills are reinforced daily 

as the children listen to dictated words and 

sentences.   

Students are learning to read nonfiction 

articles in our Super Magazine and in our 

Scholastic News. They are learning about 

the different text features such as titles, 

subtitles, captions and sidebars. As we read 

these articles, children are learning about 

the main idea and details. They are 

encouraged to read closely and to support 

their answers with details from the text.  

In our Book Club, we have explored 

different genres. We saw fantasy with Frog 

and Toad Together by Arnold Loebel and 

realistic fiction while reading Henry and 

Mudge and the Careful Cousin by Cynthia 

Rylant. We became detectives reading the 

mystery novel Nate the Great by Marjorie 

Weinman Sharmat. In our Book Club we are 

able to learn and use many strategies for 

reading and are connecting text to real life 

experiences.  

As a part of the writing program, the 

children have learned the parts of a 

sentence. They learned that there are 

different kinds of sentences. The students 

learned the steps of the writing process and 

are applying these steps as they write their 

own autobiographies. We are so proud of all 

the students‘ hard work and we can‘t wait to 

display their published autobiographies! 

The children also enjoy expressing 

themselves in their writing notebooks. Here 

they get to write on various ideas and get to 

practice using their creative voice. They love 

to illustrate their work when they are 

finished.  

The end of the trimester brought the 

beginning of our Science learning. In 

Science, they have started to learn about 

different classes of animals and some animal 

life cycles. We will then begin our Social 

Studies curriculum by learning about the 

differences in communities and cultures 

that they can find around them.  

Second graders are busy working and having 

fun! They are practicing listening skills and 

learning to work cooperatively I am proud of 

how far they‘ve come and are excited to 

watch and guide them as they continue to 

grow.  

Wishing you a joyous Christmas season and a 

happy and healthy New Year! 

~ Mrs. Burgess 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Grade 
 

We have had a great start to what we are 

sure will be a wonderful school year! We are 

adjusting nicely to our new school routines 

and are excited about all the fun upcoming 

events. 

 

We have had so many wonderful discussions 

in Religion this year. The children have 

learned about the Resurrection of Jesus and 

how we must ―stay awake‖ until he comes 

again to judge all people. We have talked 
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about why God sent his only Son to be one of 

us, and what that means for us. Through our 

many discussions the children have come to 

understand how frightened the apostles 

must have been when Jesus ascended into 

Heaven, and how happy they were to receive 

the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. We enjoyed 

visiting with Father Sullivan and learning 

even more about the Holy Spirit during our 

first meeting. This experience was especially 

meaningful because we had the opportunity 

to light a candle and pray for a special 

intention. We also learned about the Church 

Year and the liturgical seasons, and how 

during each of the seasons we celebrate 

Jesus. We loved exploring each season 

together, and especially enjoyed when we 

worked on our group projects and 

presentations. As we enter into the season 

of Advent, we are preparing ourselves for 

the coming of the Son of God. We love 

continuing our school traditions of 

performing intentional acts of kindness, 

lighting the candles of the advent wreath, 

and learning about Jesus through the stories 

we hear as we decorate our Jesse trees. We 

are very excited and can hardly wait to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ at 

Christmas! 

 

In Reading, we really enjoyed reading such 

interesting stories! Many were non-fiction 

stories and articles and we enjoyed learning 

so many fascinating facts!  Some of our 

favorite days were when we got to read our 

Scholastic News digital issues.  It was fun to 

read about current events and topics and we 

enjoyed watching the correlating videos. It 

really motivated our learning! We worked 

hard on developing our comprehension skills 

as we explored the interactive website. We 

have used all of 

the stories we 

have read 

together to help 

guide our writing. 

The students 

especially loved 

writing letters to 

friends describing 

their lives as 

Native American 

or Pilgrim children after reading a non-

fiction or historical fiction book.  We really 

learned a lot from these books and it really 

got us excited about Thanksgiving!  

 

In Math, we have learned all about adding 

and subtracting within 1,000. We have even 

practiced rounding to find estimates to 

decide if our answers were reasonable. We 

also had a great time working with data and 

making our own graphs. We have been 

learning strategies to multiply factors and 

are using these strategies to help us learn 

our multiplication facts. In addition, we love 

watching Brain Pop Jr. videos, playing math 

video games on the computer, singing skip 

counting songs and using the iPads! We really 

love persevering through challenging multi-

step word problems, especially when we work 

in groups using our diamond graphic 

organizers! They help us to organize the 

facts, show our work, and write detailed 

explanations.  

 

Recently, we had 

the opportunity 

to go on our 

first field trip 

with the fourth 

graders to see 
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The Nutcracker at Sacred Heart Academy. 

We had so much fun spending the day with 

our classmates and watching the high school 

students share their talents with us.  It 

really put us in the holiday spirit and got us 

excited for the Christmas season!   

 

Finally, we want to thank all of the parents 

for your hard work and support. We 

appreciate your contributions for our 

Halloween and Thanksgiving celebrations; we 

had a great time and loved all the delicious 

treats! We look forward to continuing 

working together to make this school year 

special! Wishing you and your families a very 

happy, peaceful and Blessed Christmas 

season! 

 

~ Mrs. Zaldivar  

~ Mrs. Ruggiero 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Fourth Grade 
 

Happy autumn! 

 

Fourth grade is off and running for the 

2018-2019 school year…but wait! Could it be 

the end of the first trimester already?  

Where does the time go? 

 

Fourth graders have come far in the first 

part of this year.  We have quickly adapted 

to our new routines, and are now used to 

climbing the extra flight of stairs to our 

room.  We are happy to welcome three new 

students to our OLV family—Aurelie Clement 

in 4K, and Juliette Locurto and Anaiah 

Porteous, both in 4D.  We are so happy you 

have joined us! 

 

Academically, we have become accustomed 

to more rigorous work, and are challenging 

ourselves to excel in all areas. 

 

In religion class we have learned more about 

God‘s love for us.  We have studied the 

Beatitudes, and are currently learning about 

our conscience and why it is important to 

make good choices.  As a class, we continue 

to attend 8:30 mass monthly. 

 

We have been working most diligently 

studying multiplication.  We started 

reviewing basic facts, then moved on to 

multiplying two-digit by one-digit numbers, 

and now are multiplying two-digit by two-

digit.  We have learned a number of methods 

to multiply, too, some of which we are 

teaching to our parents!   Come see our math 

projects that helped us practice multiply 

using different strategies! 

In reading, we have enjoyed the stories in 

our reading series, Journeys.  We have 

worked on Realistic Fiction, Narrative Non-

Fiction, and Informational texts.  We have 

made graphic organizers to show the 

characters, plot and setting of the stories 

we have read, and have practiced 

summarizing skills using Time for Kids 

articles.  We are able to distinguish between 

stories written in first person and those 
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written in third person.  We have also 

created some very interesting narrative 

writing pieces! 

 

In Social Studies we are learning about our 

great state of New York!  We began with 

the geography of our state, and how it 

affects our lives, the environment of New 

York, and we are beginning our study of the 

state‘s history. 

 

The 4th graders are working on a very 

interesting project in conjunction with our 

Social Studies curriculum.  In September, 

students were asked to interview someone 

they knew to find out what that person 

remembered about the events of September 

11, 2001.  The students then created an ―oral 

history‖ of this event by getting insights 

from someone who is a primary source:  a 

true witness to history!   Next, we will work 

with Mrs. Delaney during our Computer class 

to publish a compilation of our interviews, to 

be shared with posterity! 

 

In Science we are currently learning about 

animals.  We are learning how to classify 

animals based on their characteristics. Did 

you know that a dolphin is a mammal just like 

us? We love doing projects in science.  We 

did a STEM project where we estimated how 

many seeds were in a pumpkin.  Then we got 

our hands dirty and counted the seeds!  We 

did another STEM project that had to do 

with candy corn. We tested the candy corn 

in different liquids. It was so interesting to 

see how the candy corn changed. We love 

doing science projects. We will continue to 

challenge our minds by doing STEM projects 

in the classroom! 

 

Fourth grade had the honor of being 

responsible for October‘s Thankful 

Thursday. We decided to share some 

information about our home state of New 

York, since it is our 4th grade Social Studies 

curriculum.  We shared facts, sang some 

state songs, and danced to ―New York, New 

York.‖ In the process, we learned so much 

about our state!  We hope everyone enjoyed 

our presentation as much as we did 

preparing it! 
 

The 4th graders wish you and your families a 

very happy and peaceful Christmas season! 
 

~ Mrs. Kelly                                                                                                                                                                   

~ Mrs. Dombek 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Grade 
 

The students in Grade 5 have done a great 

job settling in to another school year. We 

thank you, parents, for sending in all those 

supplies. Having everything ready when 

school begins helps set the tone for an 

organized, productive year. 

 In Religion class we are privileged to 

regularly meet and learn with Father Tom in 

our beautiful church.  These visits reinforce 

our 5th grade curriculum including the study 

of the 7 sacraments, beginning with Baptism. 

On our most recent visit, Father Tom 

introduced us to the diversity and holy lives 

of many saints. We learned so much. The 
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fifth grade was selected to prepare the 

school liturgy for the Feast of Our Lady of 

Victory, on October 5th.  The students did 

an outstanding job honoring our Blessed 

Mother with their beautiful voices! 

Attending Mass each month as a class has 

also contributed to a 

family/classroom/community feeling. Many 

parishioners welcome us with nods, smiles 

and waves. Often they compliment our 

excellent behavior. 

  

In English Language Arts we have been using 

Storyworks magazine, edited by Lauren 

Tarshis, author of the popular I Survived 

book series. This magazine introduces us to 

many exciting non-fiction articles that help 

prepare us to become better writers. It 

includes plays, debates, poetry, grammar, 

infographics and paired texts.  Reading, 

writing and listening skills are drawn from 

these wonderful engaging articles. Our first 

book report required us to select one of the 

many books in the I Survived series to read 

and report on. Recently we have begun to 

read a Newbery Award winning book 

together...The Sign of the Beaver. This book 

correlates well with Grade 5 Social Studies - 

American History. We are enjoying the audio 

accompaniment and are becoming especially 

aware of the exciting descriptive writing 

elements, Elizabeth George Speare, the 

author, includes. 

As always, Math class is a continuation of 

what the students have learned in the past 

coupled with new concepts. The students 

have been working on place value, estimation, 

rounding, and as always, multiplication and 

division! We have just started our chapter 

on adding and subtracting decimals.  The 

kids love this concept because they are able 

to apply it to real world problems involving 

money.  We have been busy ―shopping‖ using 

weekly circulars and seeing if we can stay 

within our budget.  We also enjoy playing 

Menu Math where we take turns being 

waiters and waitresses and taking our 

friends‘ lunch order. We then must present 

them with a total bill and determine the 

amount of change they should receive back. 

One important skill that we continue to work 

on is strengthening our basic fluency facts 

with math drills and games like ―I have..., 

who has...‖ We are off to a great year and 

can‘t wait to see what the rest of the year 

will bring! 

  

Fifth grade students are learning about 

adaptations and how animals use these 

adaptations to survive in their habitats. 

They will be completing a lab where each 

student gets a different kind of utensil to 

simulate a bird beak. Using their beaks, they 

will compete for food and extrapolate on the 

importance of adaptations and how some 

beaks are better suited for different kinds 

of foods. I can‘t wait to see what conclusions 

the students reach!  

  

In Social Studies students have learned a 

little Latin…‖E Pluribus Unum‖ – ―Out of 

many, one‖; this quote is part of America‘s 

Great Seal. We learned America is a land of 

diversity, in its people and its geography. 

Currently, students are studying early 

cultures in the Western Hemisphere: Mound 

Builders, Anasazi, Inuit, and the Inca, Aztec 

and Mayan Empires. All 5th graders are 

required to research and submit Current 

Events reports on a regular basis. After all, 

we are not just American citizens, we are 

citizens of the world! 
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The entire fifth grade from Floral Park had 

the wonderful opportunity to attend the 

annual ―Grow With Me‖ field trip scheduled 

for Centennial Gardens, sponsored by the 

Hance Family Foundation. Although the 

weather was not cooperative and we had to 

relocate to John Louis Childs School, I‘m 

sure all who attended would agree that this 

was a perfect way for the students to 

become better acquainted with each other, 

their community, and the many blessings 

nature has to offer! We especially enjoyed 

the pumpkin we received as we boarded the 

buses for home! 

 

At the OLV November Thankful Thursday 

assembly, Grade 5 presented their, ―Salute 

to 

Veterans‖.  

What an 

honor and 

privilege to 

perform in 

gratitude 

for our 

American heroes - our veterans! The 

assembly was amazing...we shared so much 

information with our schoolmates ... the 

history of Veterans Day, the unique duties 

of each branch of the Armed Forces, a 

virtual tour of the many monuments to our 

veterans in Washington D.C. and two 

beautiful songs dedicated to America‘s 

heroes: Thank You, Soldiers and God Bless 
America. The boys and girls did a wonderful, 

wonderful job! We couldn‘t be prouder!  A 

special thank you to the veterans in the 

audience that day. It was so good for you to 

be here with us! 

  

I‘m sure you will all agree: OLV is the place 

to be! 

 

~ Mrs. Schneider  

~ Mrs. Heilmann 

 

 

Sixth Grade 
       

Hello from Sixth Grade! 
 

The 2018-2019 school year has been off to a 

great start! This year, the fifth and sixth 

grade will be rotating between classes for 

Math, ELA, and Science. The students are 

settling in nicely to their routine and they 

are getting the hang of changing classes. It 

has been a wonderful learning experience 

for all involved. 
 

In Science, the sixth grade students have 

been exploring the smallest unit of life - the 

cell! They participated in an activity that 

allowed them to investigate how scientists 

see cells with the help of a microscope. The 

students got to bring in an item from home, 

examine it closely under the microscopes, 

and record their findings. In the coming 

weeks, students will be studying how cells 

reproduce and make up organisms. They will 

be learning about mitosis and meiosis and will 

be experimenting on how all of those cells 

work together to make complex organisms 

like us. Fifth grade students are learning 

about adaptations and how animals use these 

adaptations to survive in their habitats. 

They will be completing a lab where each 

student gets a different kind of utensil to 

simulate a bird beak. Using their beaks, they 

will compete for food and extrapolate on the 

importance of adaptations and how some 
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beaks are better suited for different kinds 

of foods. I can‘t wait to see what conclusions 

the students reach! 
 

In Social Studies, our class has learned 

some very intriguing things about some of 

the first ancient civilizations. Our lessons 

take us back in time to Mesopotamia where 

the students conclude that many important 

inventions helped the citizens to become 

more advanced. Some of these inventions, 

like the wheel and coins are still used today. 

Through many trading posts, people could 

share goods and ideas with other 

civilizations which helped them to grow. 

 

Sixth graders began the year reviewing 

some grammar, writing and editing skills. We 

want to keep these skills sharp. In class we 

continue to use Storyworks magazine as the 

basis of our reading and writing. The 

September/October magazine featured an 

in depth article ―America‘s Deadliest 

Disaster‖. This article chronicled the 

amazing heroic rescue of Galveston Texas 

residents by a 14 year old boy. In that 

horrible hurricane of 1900, more than 8,000 

people died! Today, we learned, technology 

and scientific knowledge are much more 

advanced so residents get information about 

where and when a hurricane is likely to hit. 

Other features included a fictional story, 

paired texts, a play, a poem and an 

infographic. Grade 6 students are reading a 

Newbery Honor Book, Hatchet, by Gary 

Paulson, in class. We make use of the audio 

reading which helps us appreciate the many 

examples of figurative language, especially 

imagery that the author uses. This story of 

survival is quite intense and suspenseful and 

we are enjoying it very much. A culminating 

project will be announced soon. Plan to stop 

by for a look in January!   

  
We have gotten off to a great school 

year!  We are working hard to understand 

fractions and decimals and how they are 

related.   We are learning about the number 

system and how we can apply positive and 

negative integers to the real world.  We also 

continue to practice our basic computations 

in multiplication and division. Keep practicing 

your fact fluency at home!! 
 

In religion, students are studying the Old 

Testament. Our class has been making a lot 

of meaningful connections to their social 

studies lessons while also learning about 

stories from the Bible. Additionally, the 

students will begin to rehearse in 

preparation for the Nativity play for the 

school and our families in the month of 

December. 
 

~ Ms. Varrassi 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seventh and Eighth Grades 
 

7th and 8th Grade ELA 
 

Hello! I'm Mrs. Cappiello! It is my first year 

here at OLV and I am excited to be teaching 

ELA 7 & 8 and Religion 7! 
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7th Grade ELA 
 

In ELA 7, we have completed the award 

winning novel, The Giver by Lois Lowry as we 

explored topics of utopias, freedom, love, 

and courage. The class has also learned how 

to write both a personal narrative and a 

literary analysis. 

 

8th Grade ELA 
 

In ELA 8, Harper Lee's classic novel To Kill a 
Mockingbird has been used to evaluate the 

evils of racism and courage in the face of 

adversity. The students have also continued 

to build on their writing skills using 

argumentative essays. 
 

I am excited to finish up this first 

trimester and eager to begin new literature 

and topics in the second trimester! 

 

~ Mrs. Briana Cappiello 
 

 

7th and 8th Grade Math 

7th Grade Math 
 

The seventh grade students are learning all 

there is to know about Rational Numbers.  

They are using fractions, decimals, and 

integers to solve real world problems in 

accordance with the New York State and 

Common Core Standards.  They are also 

learning how to solve simple equations. 

 

8th Grade Math 
 

Our eighth grade Math students are hard at 

work solving equations, learning the rules of 

exponents and Scientific Notation, as well as 

solving and graphing linear equations.  On 

October 27, the eighth graders took the 

Catholic High School Entrance Exam.  They 

worked hard and were well prepared for the 

exam.   We all look forward to receiving 

good news in January. 

 

Algebra 
 

Our eighth grade Algebra students are 

starting off the year strong.  They are 

becoming experts at solving complex 

equations, graphing linear equations, and 

solving systems of linear equations.  They 

are learning how to use their TI-84 Plus 

graphing calculators, and are excited about 

how helpful the calculators are to them.  We 

have much to do to prepare for the Regents 

exam in June, and we are off to a great 

start. 
 

I look forward to another sensational year 

at OLV.   
 

~ Mrs. Anna Sullivan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7th and 8th Grade Religion 

7th Grade Religion 
7C 

In Religion, we are exploring what it means 

to be disciples of Jesus. We have asked the 

big question Who Is God? and discussed 

topics such as the source of all life, 
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Scripture & Tradition, and the Holy Trinity. 

The class is also working on our Confirmation 

projects, as this year starts the two year 

journey into receiving the sacrament of 

Confirmation at the end of 8th grade. 

 

~ Mrs. Briana Cappiello 
 

7V 
 

This year in Religion class we begin our two 

year journey toward the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. We have explored the many 

titles given to Our Blessed Mother, as well 

as attended our Confirmation Commitment 

Ceremony on October 21. We also learned 

about our own Baptisms, the significance 

behind our names, and why our godparents 

are so important to us. In class, we have 

been studying the Blessed Trinity and 

discovering how we know that God loves us. 

We are looking forward to developing our 

spiritual and prayer life as we embark on 

this journey.  
 

Please pray for us!  
 

~ Mrs. Virdone  
 

 
 
 
 
8th Grade Religion 
Our eighth grade Religion class is continuing 

the journey towards the Sacrament of 

Confirmation.  They are working diligently to 

prepare for this most holy sacrament this 

spring.  In class, we are busy learning about 

the history and beginnings of our early 

church.  We have been blessed with Father 

Sullivan joining us on Wednesdays in our 

classroom for our lessons.  He is teaching us 

different ways to pray. Most recently we 

learned how to pray The Angelus Prayer. 

 

Our eighth graders are busy preparing their 

submissions for the Diocese of Rockville 

Centre Respect Life Contest. We look 

forward to seeing the projects created by 

this talented group. 
 

~ Mrs. Anna Sullivan and Mr. Gilroy 

 

 

7th and 8th Grade Science 
 

My name is Marina Virdone and I am very 

excited to be home again at Our Lady of 

Victory School. As an OLV alumnus it is a 

wonderful feeling to be back in these 

hallways and remember my time as a 

student. They were wonderful times and I 

am so happy to give back to the community 

as the 7th & 8th grade Science and 7th 

grade Religion teacher. I spent the last 29 

years teaching 7th & 8th grade Science and 

Religion at Our Lady of Lourdes School in 

Queens Village and I am looking forward to 

continuing my career here at OLV. 
 
7th Grade Science 
 

In 7th grade Science, we finished our first 

unit on Earth Science and created 

constellation projects that were out of this 

world! Our next unit is Physical Science 

which includes motion and forces. The 

students were able to experience the 

different forces as we rode the rides at 

Adventureland in October. It was a fun- 

filled learning experience for all! 
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8th Grade Science 
 

In our 8th grade Living Environment class, 

we have learned how to conduct experiments 

and why it is important to be able to share 

discoveries made all around the world. We 

are currently learning all about Human 

Anatomy and Physiology.  So far we have 

tackled the Nervous, Circulatory and 

Respiratory systems. We were able to see 

reflexes first hand as we threw paper balls 

at each other to test our blinking reflex (of 

course we wore goggles for protection)! I 

even participated in the fun and had a 

student test my reflexes... I blinked! After 

that, we discovered what blood types were 

safe to mix and tackled the moral issue of 

playing God in Science. 
 

I am looking forward to the many adventures 

that await us the rest of the year in Science 

class.  
 

~ Mrs. Virdone 

 

 
 

7th and 8th Grade  
Social Studies 

 

Looking back on my first months here at Our 

Lady of Victory, I could not be happier. 

Everybody, both student and faculty, has 

been so welcoming and it is an honor to be a 

part of this community. Every day brings a 

new challenge that we are ready to face 

here in Social Studies! 
 

7th Grade Social Studies 
 

In 7th grade Social Studies, we have tackled 

the Early American civilizations including the 

Aztecs, Incas, and Mayans. We learned 

about the European travelers and explorers 

who found North and South America. We 

even held a mock trial where the defendant 

was Christopher Columbus! We are now 

focusing on the 13 British Colonies, and how 

eventually they will become the nation that 

we all know and love today.  
 

8th Grade Social Studies 
 

In 8th grade, we discussed how difficult it 

was to come together and rebuild the South 

after the Civil War. We learned about the 

cultures of various Native American tribes 

and how the Transcontinental Railroad 

changed America‘s Western Frontier. We 

made our class trip to the 9/11 Memorial 

Museum and I was very pleased to see the 

students be so engaged and respectful to 

the thousands of lives that were lost on that 

tragic day. Students have also begun a 

project on the Industrial Revolution, and will 

present their projects to the class to 

practice our public speaking.  
 

This is a very exciting (and busy) year for 

our 7th and 8th graders in Social Studies! 
 

Thank You for Being So Welcoming. 

 

~ Mr. Gilroy 

 

 

 

 
Art 

 

 We have had an exciting start to the school 

year!  We have been very busy creating 

artwork using a variety of materials this 

trimester.  The first graders are getting 

familiar with the art classroom, and have 

been learning about lines, shapes, and color 
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families!  The second and third graders have 

been creating superhero drawings, pumpkin 

patches inspired by Vincent Van Gogh, and 

doughnut collages inspired by Wayne 

Thiebaud!   
 

The fourth, fifth and sixth graders all just 

finished symmetrical sugar skull drawings 

inspired by Dia de Los Muertos.  It was so 

exciting to use our brand new neon oil 

pastels!   
 

The seventh and eighth graders just 

completed a graffiti project!  They created 

graffiti-inspired designs, and demonstrated 

that they could blend three colors together 

and shade using one color in colored pencil.  
 

I am looking forward to seeing the 

wonderful artwork that our students create 

throughout the rest of the school year! 

 

~ Miss L. Kiedaisch 

 
 

 
Computer Technology 

 

Life in the O.L.V. Computer Lab 
 

Nursery & Pre-K 

In Nursery and Pre-K it‘s all about the iPads.  

Computer class is held in their classrooms 

and I really look forward to our weekly 

visits.  Many thanks to Mrs. Boyle for 

creating a Nursery and Pre-K folder with 

apps that engage students in educational 

activities like tracing upper and lowercase 

letters, matching shapes, and drawing, to 

name just a few.  They love exploring and 

playing their favorite games and since they 

use their fingers as a drawing tool, they‘re 

learning the fundamentals of hand-eye 

coordination 

without the 

frustration of 

the computer 

mouse.  I will 

continue visiting 

classrooms and 

using the iPads throughout the year.   
 

Grades K and 1 

Students in Kindergarten and first grade 

are getting lots of practice with the 

computer mouse on educational websites like 

ABCya! (www.abcya.com), PBS Kids 

(pbskids.org), Starfall (starfall.com) and 

Nick Jr (nickjr.com).  Mastering the 

computer mouse is an essential computer 

skill that takes lots of practice, especially 

when you have little hands and fingers.  

Students practice their hand-eye 

coordination by making cookies, ice-cream, 

pizza, houses, silly faces, and snowmen, to 

name just a few. For Halloween, they 

decorated pumpkins with different mouths, 

noses and accessories.  Everyone got a 

chance to see their work displayed on the 

SmartBoard and describe it with an 

adjective.  Adorable!  Since following 

directions and completing tasks are 

extremely important skills to master, 

students are required to complete the 

activity modeled at the beginning of class.  

When students finish, they can explore 

their favorite games on educational sites 

bookmarked on each computer. We will 

continue this work pattern throughout the 

school year.   

 

Grade 2 

The second graders and I have a regular 

routine that involves typing, spelling, and 
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ABC order practice. 

There‘s an awesome 

app on ABCya! called 

―Alphabetize It! that 

gives students a space 

to type their weekly spelling words which 

are displayed on the SmartBoard.  When 

students finish typing, they can drag and 

drop their spelling words in ABC order.  

Students raise their hand after completing 

each task and I record their progress.  This 

gives the task a competitive edge (which 

they love!) and, when they complete the 

task, they‘re rewarded with their choice of 

educational games, which they love even 

more! Some of their favorites are Snail Bob 

and Wheely which can be found in the 5th 

grade section on ABCya! They never cease to 

amaze me! We will continue with this routine 

in between computer programming on 

www.code.org and other creative projects. 

 

Grades 3 - 6 

By order of the principal :), students in 

grades 3 to 6 

are learning 

how to touch 

type using an 

awesome 

program called 

Typing Club which offers hundreds of 

lessons in different categories like: Home 

Row, Top Row, Bottom Row, Common 

Patterns, etc.  Students can practice at 

their own pace by watching videos, 

completing exercises and playing games that 

test their memory.  As long as students keep 

their hands properly positioned on the home 

row, they can type without looking by 

following the color coded picture on screen 

that displays exactly which finger to press 

and which direction to move it in.  One of 

the best things about this program is the 

ability to track progress, award points, and 

reward students with badges if they reach 

the required accuracy and speed 

requirements for a particular exercise. 

Ensuring that students are typing properly is 

challenging. As I circulate the classroom, I 

often need to reposition fingers on the 

Home Row keys because many students use 

whatever finger is easiest and feels right. 

Learning how to touch type takes time and a 

tremendous amount of practice.  I will do my 

best to encourage, challenge, and motivate 

everyone but ultimately learning to type 

properly depends on them. Students can 

practice at home by following the link on my 

class page, and logging in with their 

username and password.  During Trimesters 

2 and 3, students will warm up with typing 

practice before engaging in the day‘s lesson.   

 

7th Grade 

What could 

be better 

than a trip 

to an 

amusement 

park during 

a school 

day?  Ask OLV 7th graders who went on the 

annual Diocesan sponsored field trip to 

Adventureland. While students enjoyed a 

fun day at the park, it was also a day of 

observing the science behind amusement 

park rides alongside other schools.  In order 

to prepare students for the questions they 

needed to answer on the trip, we used 

several different apps, including Google 

Forms (to assess prior knowledge), a table in 

Google Docs (to take video notes), Socrative 
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(to make predictions and record 

observations on the effects of potential & 

kinetic energy) and a Gizmo located on the 

Explore Learning site. Additionally, students 

assessed the quality and accuracy of their 

answers on the Adventureland Packet in a 

Google Form which required them to read 

the correct answer and compare it to the 

one they wrote in their packet.  Thanks to 

all the wonderful parents who volunteered 

their time, not once, not twice, but three 

times due to numerous rain delays. A fun 

time was finally had by all!  
 

 

8th Grade 

8th graders have been working on their 

note-taking skills in order to prepare for 

survival -- literally.  I call this project, ―The 

Survival Project‖ and it includes essential 

technology skills needed to create a 

research based Infographic, song or video 

that shows how common household items like 

aluminum foil, duct tape, plastic bottles, 

different fruits and vegetables, etc. can be 

used in emergency situations.  To help 

generate ideas and enthusiasm for the 

project, students have been educating 

themselves with survival videos and articles 

located on a shared folder on Google Drive. 

Organizing notes in a spreadsheet might 

sound easy, but students have been 

assessing their own notes as well as each 

other‘s to determine how helpful, 

informative and useful they are to someone 

else.  Hopefully the real life lessons learned 

in class will help them in their future 

endeavors, which are not too far away. 
 

The holidays are coming!  Enjoy them to the 

max.  
 

~ Mrs. Delaney 

 

 
 

 

La clase de español 
 

This school year has been a wonderful 

journey. It is unbelievable that we are 

almost done with the First Trimester. Time 

has flown and it‘s a very exciting time. The 

4th grade students have been working with 

greeting and the alphabet. In 5th grade, we 

have been working with the family tree and 

our first verb ―tener‖ which means to have. 

They have also learned the Personal 

Pronouns in Spanish and have been able to 

write sentences using the verb ―tener‖ plus 

the Personal Pronouns. The 6th graders 

learned the transportations mode, the verbs 

―ir‖ = to go, ―viajar‖ = to travel. They were 

able to answer questions in full sentences. 

They have been able to learn vocabulary for 

the beach, yes, it is early but they love the 

beach!! 6th grade has been able to do a 

project and it is to investigate a Hispanic 

country.  The 7th graders were able to learn 

the school courses and building, the verbs 

―ir‖ = to go, ―ser‖ = to be and the verb 

―estar‖ = to be. They have been able to 

investigate a Hispanic person and create a 

―resume‖ for that person (project). The 8th 

grade learned vocabulary ―Viaje en tren‖ = 

travel by train, the verbs ―viajar‖= to travel, 

―ser‖ = to be, ―ir‖ = to go and ―estar‖= to be. 

They have also been able to learn about 

sports and the verb ―jugar‖ = to play. It has 

been a very busy Trimester, but it has been 

worth it. Students had a lot of fun!!!!!  
 

I can‘t wait to see what happens in Second 

Trimester.  
 

~ Sra. Moore 
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Library News 

 

Our Fall Scholastic Book Fair was a great 

success.  Thanks to the parents, students 

and teachers for their enthusiasm and 

support.  The gross sales totaled  

$5,086.07.  The library's profit is 25% of 

the total sales and books for the library.   
 

A very special thanks to Elizabeth 
Selfridge for recruiting volunteers to help 

with the fair.  Thanks to the volunteers - 

Susan Berkowitz, John Charny, Angelo 
Chilelli, Al Cortizo, Laura Courtney. Danielle 
Crupi, Nicole Green, Mary Kenneally, 
Josephine Leonard, Maria Salazar, Elizabeth 
Selfridge, and Victor Valdueza. 
 

All my best wishes to all for a joyful holiday 

season. 
 

~ Mrs. Donnelly 

 

 
Music 

 
First Grade  

In music class, first graders are busy 

singing, moving and playing the percussion             

instruments. We open every class by singing 

a hello song that helps students sing in               

tune. The children are experiencing simple 

rhythms by using jingle sticks, rhythm            

sticks, maracas and shakers (a class 

favorite!). Songs with movement help young            

students begin to experience their 

creativity as well as teach about musical 

phrasing.  Students sing echo songs, recite 

simple rhymes and are introduced to the 

songs we sing at Mass.  We even find some 

time to be still and listen to Classical Music!   

 

Fourth Grade  

Fourth graders opened the year by reading 

and performing rhythms, learning solfege 

and working to blend their voices in song. 

They have just finished learning a folk song 

that combines singing, movement, 

accompaniment and a rhyme. The students 

worked in groups to create their own verses 

to a rhyme that becomes the ―verse‖ of the 

song.   Next, they will be working with the 

recorders.   

 

Fifth Grade  

Fifth graders have learned the solfege 

syllables, and most of the hand signs that 

correspond to each syllable.  They have been 

using xylophones, glockenspiels and 

woodblocks to go along with a folk song.  

They also learned a simple dance to go along 

with the refrain.  We are now beginning to 

learn songs, rhythms, legends and games 

from the Sioux, Dakota, Lakota and Huron 

tribes.   

 

Sixth Grade  

Sixth grade students have been learning 

about rounds. They work both as a class and 

in smaller groups and use rounds that 

incorporate speech and movement, singing 

and percussion.   

  

Seventh Grade  

Seventh graders are ―musically‖ traveling 

around the world, continent by continent.  

We began in Australia and have learned 

several songs, listened to and learned the 

history of the didgeridoo and also learned 

some interesting facts about the land ―down 

under.‖ The next continent that they will be 

learning about is Antarctica.   
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Eighth Grade  

Eighth grade have been working within the 

minor scale.  They have worked with a song 

which incorporates cinquain poems, which 

the students created in small groups.  They 

are now working with creating melodies that 

are based upon the minor scale that will be 

used during the next few activities. 
 

~ Mrs. Maureen Husing  
 

 

 

 
Nurse 

 

Happy fall, Happy Halloween, Happy 

Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas to all the 

OLV students, parents, and their families. 

 

We are super busy this time of the year 

getting started on the scoliosis, vision and 

hearing screenings.  As always any physicals 

or immunizations that you get from your 

doctor, please forward me a copy!!   
 

Your children are such a happy bunch who 

work hard; I am always so amazed at how 

fast they are growing both physically and 

mentally.  We have so much to be thankful 

for here at OLV. 
 

Best wishes for a beautiful holiday season, 
 

~ Christine Pedersen RN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Physical Education 

 
This year we began Physical Education 

classes with a ―Cooperative Games‖ Unit. 

Cooperative games put an emphasis on team 

building, communication and trust. These 

games involve tactical problems which 

require students to use teamwork, trust, and 

problem-solving skills. Our unit included new 

games such as: ―Sink-the-Ship‖, ―Slam Ball‖, 

―Mat Madness‖ and ―Four Way Capture the 

Flag‖.  

 

In Physical Education, we have learned how 

to ―warm up‖ our bodies to get ready for 

exercise. We learned that the act of 

―warming up‖ involves getting up and moving 

to raise our body temperatures. Some of our 

warm up games have included: ―Floor Tag‖, 

―Flag Tag‖, ―Hornet Tag‖, ―Doctor Tag‖, and 

―The Minute Lap Challenge‖.  

 

In Health, the seventh and eighth graders 

have been exploring Social Health topics 

including: Leadership, Making Good 

Decisions, Role Models. The seventh and 

eighth graders set goals for the year using 

the S.M.A.R.T Goal Setting Model. Many of 

them are on the right track to achieving 

their specific, measurable, achievable, 

relevant, and timely goals. Next, we learned 

about the effect of stress on the body. 

Students learned about how they can 

reframe their stress by looking at their 

stress as an opportunity – just in time for 

Trimester Exams!  

 

The sixth grade began taking Health this 

year. Recently, the sixth graders read an 
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article about Division I lacrosse player, 

Noelle Lambert, who lost her leg in a moped 

accident. Noelle kept a ―Positive Mental 

Attitude‖ throughout her recovery 

process.  A ―Positive Mental Attitude‖ is the 

belief that one can increase achievement 

through an optimistic thought process. The 

sixth graders created a beautiful ―Positive 

Self Talk‖ banner for the gym after talking 

about how Noelle Lambert was able to talk 

herself through her difficult times.   

 

I look forward to beginning our Nutrition 

Unit in Health and a Team Sports Unit in 

Physical Education. Students have been 

doing a great job working on teamwork, 

sportsmanship, kindness, friendship and 

leadership in Physical Education. I love 

sending students home with "Something 

Wonderful Cards" for demonstrating these 

values in the gym.  

 

~ Miss Montgomery 
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